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Invites you to 
 

 

Look at what you see 

 

And to read beyond the words 

 

                   



   

From The Shape Game , by Anthony Browne, published by Picture Corgi, an imprint of Random House Children's Books. Copyright © AET Browne & Partners, 2003 



Strictly Embargoed until 12pm Tuesday 9 June  

NEW CHILDREN’S LAUREATE SPONSORED BY WATERSTONE’S A NNOUNCED 

Anthony Browne announced as the sixth Children’s La ureate at a ceremony at Paramount, 

Centre Point, London at 11am Tuesday 9 June. 

“ I hope to encourage more children to discover and love reading, but I want to focus particularly on 

the appreciation of picture books, and the reading of both pictures and words. Picture books are for 

everybody at any age, not books to be left behind as we grow older. The best ones leave a tantalising 

gap between the pictures and the words, a gap that is filled by the reader's imagination, adding so 

much to the excitement of reading a book.”             Anthony Browne 

The internationally acclaimed, award-winning author  and illustrator is the sixth Children’s 

Laureate.  Andrew Motion, chair of the selection committee, presenting Anthony Browne with the 

Children’s Laureate Medal and a bursary of £15,000 said: 

“Anthony Browne is an absolutely distinctive and extraordinarily skilful artist - someone whose work 

entrances children, and has influenced an entire generation of illustrators. His pictures and stories give 

deep and immediate pleasures, while also insisting that we - children and adults - return to them - and 

when we return, we have a gradually-expanding sense of discovery. It is a great pleasure to be able to 

recognise the achievement of Anthony's work by celebrating his appointment as children's Laureate.” 

Anthony Browne, who will be the Children’s Laureate for the next two years (2009-2011), responded: 

“It's an honour to be the Children's Laureate for 2009-11. I'm well aware of the amazing things 

achieved by the five previous Laureates, and I'm in awe of their commitment and hard work. 

Picture books are special - they're not like anything else. Sometimes I hear parents 

encouraging their children to read what they call proper books (books without pictures), at an 

earlier and earlier age. This makes me sad, as picture books are perfect for sharing, and not 

just with the youngest children. As a father, I understand the importance of the bond that 

develops through reading picture books with your child. We have in Britain some of the best 

picture book makers in the world, and I want to see their books appreciated for what they are - 

works of art.”  

 

The role of Children's Laureate is awarded once every two years to an eminent writer or illustrator of 

children's books to celebrate outstanding achievement in their field. The appointment of a Children's 



Laureate acknowledges the importance of exceptional children's authors in creating the readers of 

tomorrow. Previous Children’s Laureates are: Quentin Blake (1999 – 2001), Anne Fine (2001 – 2003), 

Michael Morpurgo (2003 – 2005), Jacqueline Wilson (2005 – 2007) and Michael Rosen (2007 – 2009). 

The award is now funded by the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA) and administered by 

Booktrust. The sole sponsors for the 2009-2011 award are Waterstone’s.  

 

Toby Bourne, head of children’s books at Waterstone’s said: 

 

“Waterstone's is delighted to continue its support of the Children's Laureate. Over the last decade the 

Laureates have played a key role in helping raise the profile of children's books, not just to children but 

to parents, schools, libraries and the media. Each Laureate has brought something different to the 

role, with outgoing Laureate Michael Rosen proving a fantastic ambassador for the written word 

through his poetry. Anthony Browne will complement this perfectly with his passion for the power of 

illustration and we look forward to working with him to introduce even more children to the excitement 

of reading.” 

  

Viv Bird, Chief Executive of Booktrust added:  

 

“The role of the Children’s Laureate is that of ambassador and champion for children’s literature. As 

managers of the award, Booktrust has been delighted with the enthusiasm and contribution made by 

each of the Laureates, and welcomes Anthony’s appointment wholeheartedly. We know he will 

continue this valuable legacy and look forward to working with him.” 

 

Please contact Nicky Potter with press enquiries: 

T: 020 8 889 9725   M: 0771 5587948  E: nicpot@dircon.co.uk  

For more information about the Children’s Laureate log on to www.childrenslaureate.org.uk  

From 9 June please contact: 

Katherine Solomon, Communications Manager at Booktrust on 

T: 0208 875 4583 or  E:�katherine@booktrust.org.uk�

 

              



Notes to Editors: 

1. The Children’s Laureates since 1999 -  

· Quentin Blake, 1999 – 2001 

· Anne Fine, 2001 – 2003 

· Michael Morpurgo, 2003 – 2005 

· Jacqueline Wilson, 2005 – 2007 

· Michael Rosen, 2007 –  2009 

The idea for the Children’s Laureate originated from a conversation between (the then) Poet Laureate 

Ted Hughes and children’s writer Michael Morpurgo. The role of Children's Laureate is awarded once 

every two years to an eminent writer or illustrator of children's books to celebrate outstanding 

achievement in their field. The appointment of a Children's Laureate acknowledges the importance of 

exceptional children's authors in creating the readers of tomorrow. 

 

2. The selection process - The judges consider nominations for the Children’s Laureate from over 

twenty organisations involved with children’s books across the UK, representing librarians, critics, 

authors and illustrators, academics, literature development agencies and booksellers, including the 

International Board on Books for Young People (IBBY). They also consider authors and illustrators 

nominated by children who vote online through the Booktrust website. The selection panel for the 

award is changed every two years. 

 

Andrew Motion , the Chair of the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA), is the chair of the 

selection panel for the sixth Children’s Laureate sponsored by Waterstone’s. Representatives from 

different fields in the world of children’s literature joined him to select the Children’s Laureate 2009-

2011:   

 

· Sarah Clarke – Children’s Buying Manager, Waterstone’s 

· Julia Eccleshare – Children’s Book Critic, Co-Director of the Centre for Literacy in Primary 

Education and representing the Children’s Laureate committee 

· Nikki Heath – SLA School Librarian of the Year 2008, librarian at Werneth School, Stockport 

· Jake Hope – Children’s Librarian for Lancashire Libraries and a freelance consultant   

· Fiona Smith – representing the Federation of Children’s Book Groups   

· Charles Butler – Senior Lecturer, University of the West of England  



3. Funding - The award is funded by the Museums Libraries and Archives Council. Waterstone’s are 

sole sponsors of the 2009-2011 award, which is also supported by lead publisher sponsors. The MLA 

has generously increased the amount of the bursary awarded to the Children’s Laureate to £15,000 

this year to mark the tenth anniversary of the award.  

 

4. Waterstone’s -  Waterstone’s opened its first bookshop in 1982 and is now the UK’s leading 

specialist bookseller, with more than 300 bookstores across UK, Ireland and Europe and the website 

Waterstones.com. With a reputation built upon the knowledge and enthusiasm of 4,500 booksellers, 

Waterstone’s was named Bookselling Company of the Year at the British Book Awards 2008. An 

average sized Waterstone’s store merchandises a range of around 35,000 individual books, with over 

250,000 titles in the largest store. 

 

For further information about Waterstone’s contact: Jon Howells, National Press Officer, on 0208 996 

4385 or jon.howells@waterstones.com 

 

5. Booktrust - Booktrust is an independent charity dedicated to encouraging people of all ages and 

cultures to engage with books.  The written word underpins all our activity and enables us to fulfil our 

vision of inspiring a lifelong love of books for all.  Booktrust is responsible for a number of successful 

national reading promotions, sponsored book prizes and creative reading projects aimed at 

encouraging readers to discover and enjoy books. These include the Orange Broadband Prize for 

Fiction, the Children’s Laureate, the Get London Reading campaign, the Booktrust Teenage Prize and 

Bookstart, the national programme that works through locally based organisations to give a free pack 

of books to young children, with guidance materials for parents and carers. Booktrust has recently 

developed two further free book programmes in the UK: Booktime, run in association with Pearson, 

gives a free book to every Year One pupil, and Booked Up, which gives a free book, from a choice of 

twelve, to every Year Seven pupil.  

www.booktrust.org.uk  

 

For further information about Booktrust contact: Katherine Solomon, Communications Manager on 

0208 875 4583 or katherine@booktrust.org.uk 

 

6. Image on press release -  The image of the gorilla on the front cover of the press release was 

created by Anthony Browne and will be used as a sticker on his books from 2009-11.  

 

7. Medal  - The Children's Laureate medals are designed by Charmian Harris. Each one is individually 

created for the new post-holder. www.charmianharris.co.uk  



Anthony Browne     Biography 

Anthony Browne is an internationally acclaimed author and illustrator of children's books, with nearly 

forty titles to his name. He creates strongly narrative watercolours that blend near-photographic 

realism with fantastical, surreal touches and ingenious visual puns. His skilful use of colour, pattern 

and background detail subtly conveys an exquisite empathy for his lonely and sensitive child 

protagonists (both human and ape). Gorillas feature in many of Anthony's books. He says, "I am 

fascinated by them and the contrast they represent - their huge strength and gentleness. They're 

thought of as being very fierce creatures and they're not."  

Anthony was born in Sheffield, Yorkshire in 1946 and grew up near Halifax. Inspired by his father (who 

was a professional boxer for a short time and then a landlord, a school teacher and a soldier), he was 

interested in art and drawing from an early age. He says of his father, “He was an unusual man – 

outwardly strong and confident, but also shy and sensitive – a bit like the gorillas I love to illustrate 

now. As well as drawing, he encouraged me to play a lot of sports, such as rugby and soccer and 

cricket. I was small for my age and I used to go to a fairly tough school – if I hadn’t been good at 

sports, I would probably have been bullied.” 

When he left school, Anthony attended Leeds Art College, where he graduated with a graphic arts 

degree in 1967. Before focusing full-time on children's books, he worked as a medical illustrator for 

three years and illustrated greeting cards for Gordon Fraser in the UK for fifteen years.  

Anthony had his first book published in 1976, Through the Magic Mirror,  and a number of other 

successful books followed. Gorilla , published in 1983, won an unprecedented number of awards, 

including the Kate Greenaway Medal, the Emil/Kurt Maschler Award, the New York Times Best Illustrated 

Book and The Boston Globe Book Award. It is now universally accepted as a classic. One of his best-

loved characters is the chimp, Willy, who has appeared in Willy the Wimp , Willy the Champ , Willy 

and Hugh  and Willy the Wizard . 

His books have received many distinctions, including the Kate Greenaway Medal in 1983 for Gorilla  

and again in 1992 for Zoo. Gorilla  (1983), Alice's Adventure in Wonderland  (1988) and Voices in 

the Park  (1998) all won the Kurt Maschler Emil Award. In 2000 he received the highest international 

honour for illustration, the Hans Christian Andersen Award, for his services to children's literature - the 

first British illustrator ever to win the prize.  More recently he was Illustrator in Residence at The Tate. 

The Shape Game was based on his experiences of this time and was shortlisted for the 2004 Kate 

Greenaway Award. It has also been voted the Honor Book in the US Boston Globe-Horn Book Award for 

Excellence in Children’s Literature.  



Anthony was awarded an Honorary Doctorate in Education at Kingston University in 2005. His work 

has been widely exhibited and his books are published all over the world.  In May he was invited to 

Korea, to see his work exhibited at Hangram Design Museum in Seoul, and whilst he was there he ran 

workshops with children and played the shape game with them.  

Anthony Browne lives in Kent.  
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